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Care packages for the Troops – Ana Tantum

Hi my name is Ana Tantum and last summer was my second year attending the camp.  
For my community service project I chose to raise money to send care packs to the 
troops. After camp was over I got a grant in the mail and was ready to start my project.  
I decided I was going to have a bake sale to raise the money.  So, first I started calling 
places where I could possibly have the sale.  This was the difficult part because many 
local stores and businesses did not allow bake sales.  But, finally on my 7th or 8th call, 
my town’s public library gave me permission to have the sale there. 

I was excited to finally have a date and location but knew that there was still a lot of 
work ahead of me.  So, using the money sent to me by the camp I went shopping for all 
the necessary supplies.  Then, the night before the sale, me and a couple friends baked 
all night.  We made everything from cookies to brownies and cupcakes.  

The next day I woke up early and meet some other friends at the library.  By ten o’clock 
we were all set up and ready for business.  We spent the whole day selling and by three 
o’clock we were all sold out and had made over $160.  I was proud and amazed at how 
much I had accomplished so far.  Next, I had to find out what to send and where to send 
the care packages.  So, I looked online a found an organization called Give2theTroops. 
They were based in Connecticut, where I live, so I knew I would be able to get the care 
packs to them. 

I printed out the list of what you should send and then went shopping.  I bought every-
thing from toiletries to snacks and games for the soldiers. When I got home I split the 
items into boxes for women and for male soldiers.  Lastly, I made cards to thank them 
for all the hard work and dedication to our country. 

I would like to thank the Julie Foudy Leadership Foundation for giving me the oppor-
tunity to do this project.  It felt good knowing that I was helping others in need and 
taught me I can do anything if I work hard and set my mind to it.


